
343 

Forest Service, USDA § 254.9 

(5) There are no other practicable 
means available to the authorized offi-
cer for meeting Federal exchange proc-
essing costs, responsibilities, or re-
quirements. 

(c) The total amount of an adjust-
ment agreed to as compensation for 
costs pursuant to this section shall not 
exceed the limitations set forth in 
§ 254.12(b) of this subpart. 

[59 FR 10867, Mar. 8, 1994; 59 FR 15501, Apr. 1, 
1994] 

§ 254.8 Notice of exchange proposal. 

(a) Upon entering into an agreement 
to initiate an exchange, the authorized 
officer shall publish a notice once a 
week for four consecutive weeks in 
newspapers of general circulation in 
the counties in which the Federal and 
non-Federal lands or interests proposed 
for exchange are located. The author-
ized officer shall notify authorized 
users, the jurisdictional State and 
local governments, and the congres-
sional delegation and shall make other 
distribution of the notice as appro-
priate. At a minimum, the notice shall 
include: 

(1) The identity of the parties in-
volved in the proposed exchange; 

(2) A description of the Federal and 
non-Federal lands being considered for 
exchange; 

(3) A statement as to the effect of 
segregation from appropriation under 
the public land laws and mineral laws, 
if applicable; 

(4) An invitation to the public to sub-
mit in writing any comments on or 
concerns about the exchange proposal, 
including advising the agency as to any 
liens, encumbrances, or other claims 
relating to the lands being considered 
for exchange; and 

(5) The deadline by which comments 
must be received, and the name, title, 
and address of the official to whom 
comments must be sent and from 
whom additional information may be 
obtained. 

(b) To be assured of consideration in 
the environmental analysis of the pro-
posed exchange, all comments must be 
made in writing to the authorized offi-
cer and postmarked or delivered within 
45 days after the initial date of publica-
tion. 

(c) The authorized officer is not re-
quired to republish legal descriptions 
of any lands that may be excluded from 
the final exchange transaction, pro-
vided such lands were identified in the 
notice of exchange proposal. In addi-
tion, minor corrections of land descrip-
tions and other insignificant changes 
do not require republication. 

§ 254.9 Appraisals. 
The Federal and non-Federal parties 

to an exchange shall comply with the 
appraisal standards as set forth in 
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion, and, to the extent appropriate, 
with the Uniform Appraisal Standards 
for Federal Land Acquisitions: Inter-
agency Land Acquisition Conference 
1992 (Washington, DC, 1992), ISBN 0–16– 
038050–2 when appraising the values of 
the Federal and non-Federal lands in-
volved in an exchange. 

(a) Appraiser qualifications. 
(1) A qualified appraiser(s) shall pro-

vide to the authorized officer apprais-
als estimating the market value of 
Federal and non-Federal properties in-
volved in an exchange. A qualified ap-
praiser may be an employee or a con-
tractor to the Federal or non-Federal 
exchange parties. At a minimum, a 
qualified appraiser shall be an indi-
vidual agreeable to all parties and ap-
proved by the authorized officer, who is 
competent, reputable, impartial, and 
has training and experience in apprais-
ing property similar to the property in-
volved in the appraisal assignment. 

(2) Qualified appraisers shall possess 
qualifications consistent with State 
regulatory requirements that meet the 
intent of Title XI, Financial Institu-
tions Reform, Recovery, and Enforce-
ment Act of 1989 (FIRREA) (12 U.S.C. 
3331). In the event a State or Territory 
does not have approved policies, prac-
tices, and procedures regulating the ac-
tivities of appraisers, the Forest Serv-
ice may establish appraiser qualifica-
tion standards commensurate with 
those generally adopted by other 
States or Territories meeting the re-
quirements of FIRREA. 

(b) Market value. 
(1) In estimating market value, the 

appraiser shall: 
(i) Determine the highest and best 

use of the property to be appraised; 
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